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FDA Issues Country-Wide Import Alert for Enoki
Mushrooms from the Republic of Korea

Subscrive to Emei Updates foae | O Teew | inLokede | B Emad | B Fomt

Constituent Update
July 20, 2022

The FDA announced today that its Import Divisions may detain without physical
examination, importations of enoki mushrooms from the ROK. This country-wide import
alert, 1A #25-21, “Detention Without Physical Examination of Enoki Mushrooms from
Korea (the Republic of) due to Listeria monocytogenes,” was issued to protect public
health and help prevent the importation of enoki mushrooms that could be linked to
‘human infections. The FDA issues import alerts to help prevent potentially violative
products from being distributed in the United States.

In fiscal year 2021, FDA testing revealed that 43% of enoki mushrooms sampled from the
ROK were contaminated with Listeria monocytogenes (L. monocytogenes). L.
monocytogenes is a human pathogen that can be found in moist environments, soil, water,
decaying vegetation and animals, and can survive and even grow under refrigeration and
other food preservation measures,

‘The sampling was conducted following an FDA investigation into a multistate outbreak
spanning from 2016-2020, This outbreak linked multiple cases of human infections of L.
monocytogenes to enoki mushrooms from the ROK. The outbreak accounted for a total of
36 U.S. cases reported across 17 states, 12 cases in Canada, and six cases in Australia. The
36 U.S. cases yielded 31 hospitalizations and four deaths.

From March 2020 through May 2022, state public health authorities conducted sampling
of enoki mushrooms from U.S. retail locations. L. monocytogenes was detected in multiple
state samples, which led to 21 recalls of enoki mushrooms in the United States. Nine of the
recalls were linked to enoki mushreoms grown in the ROK and were confirmed by
labeling, traceback, or whole genome sequencing (WGS).

After the 2020 outbreak, the FDA began imp ing an Specialty Mush
Prevention Strategy, with a focus on enoki mushrooms, to protect public health and
prevent future L. monocytogenes outbreaks in specialty imported mushrooms. The FDA’s
prevention strategies are affirmative, deliberate approaches undertaken by the agency to

limit or prevent the recurrence of a root cause that led to an outbreak or adverse incident.
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1362012 Official Journal of the European Union L1ss1

COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2022913
of 30 May 2022
amending Implementing Regulation (EU) 201971793 on the temporary increase of official controls and emergency measures

governing the entry into the Union of certain goods from certain third countries implementing Regulations (EU) 2017/623
and {EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council

(Text with EEA relevance)
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,
Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,
Having regard to Regulation (EC) No 178:2002 of the European Parhament and of the Council of 28 January 2002 laying down the
general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in
matters of food safety ('), and in particular Asticle 33(1), point (b)), thereof,
Having regard to Regulation (EU) 2017/623 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls
and other official activities performed to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant
health and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No $99.2001, (EC) No 3962005, (EC) No 10692009, (EC)
No 1107/2009, (EU) No 11512012, (EU) No 6522014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 20162031 of the European Parliament and of the
Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 122005 and (EC) No 1099,2009 and Council Directives 98/58'EC, 1999/74EC, 200743 EC,
2008/119/EC and 2008'120EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 8542004 and (EC) No 8822004 of the European Parliament
and of the Council, Council Directives 80/608 EEC, 89/662EEC, 90'425/EEC, 91496 EEC, 9623EC, 96/93EC and 9778EC
and Council Decision 92438 EEC (Official Controls Regulation) (*), and in particular Article 47(2), first subparagraph, point (b),
and Asticle $4(3), first subparagraph, pomts (2) and (b), thereof,
Whereas:

M) Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1793 (*) lays down rules on the temporary merease of official controls at the
entry info the Union on certam food and feed of non-animal erigin from certain third countries listed in Annex I to that
Implementing Regulation, and on the impostion of special conditions govering the entry into the Union of certain
consignments of food and feed from certain third countries due to the risk of contamination by mycotoxins, including
eflatoxins, pesticide residues, pentachlorophenol and dioxins, and micrebiological contamination, listed in Annex I to that
Implemanting Regulation.

(@) Article 12 of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1793 provides that the lists set out in the Annexes to that Implementing
Regulation are to be reviewed 2t regular mntervals not exceeding six months, m order to take into account new information
related to risks to human health and non-compliance with Union legislation, such 23 the data resulting from nofifications
received through the Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF’) established by Regulation (EC) No 1782002, as well
as data and mformation concemning consignments and the results of the documentary, idemtity and phyuical checks
communicated by the Member States to the Commission.

Recent notifications through the RASFF indicate the existence of 2 senous direct or indirect nsk to human health denving
from some food or feed. Additionally, official controls performed by Member States on some food and feed of non-animal
origin 1n the second semester of 2021 indicate that the lists set out in Annexes I and I to Implementing Regulation (EU)
2019/1793 should be amended in order to protect human health in the Union.
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